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Year 10 Parent Night - outline

• Overview of the process
• Student information to inform course selection
• Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE)
• Pathways and pre-requisites
• Career information
• Online course selections (SSO)
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Full termAbbreviation
Australian Tertiary Admission RankATAR
Online Literacy and Numeracy AssessmentOLNA
Student Records Management SystemSRMS
School Curriculum and Standards Authoritythe Authority
Tertiary Institutions Service CentreTISC
Vocational Education and TrainingVET
Western Australian Certificate of EducationWACE
Western Australian Statement of Student AchievementWASSA
Western Australian student numberWASN

Guide to key abbreviations



All students receive a Western Australian Statement of Student 
Achievement (WASSA) when they complete Year 12. 
The WASSA:
• formally records a student’s achievement in every course, 

qualification and program that the student has completed in 
senior secondary schooling

• provides evidence of achievement.

The WASSA – All students



• The Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) is awarded 
to students who have successfully completed senior secondary 
schooling in WACE studies and have met the WACE requirements.

• The majority of students in Western Australia achieve the WACE.
• Study towards the WACE can be undertaken over a lifetime.

The WACE



Students must:
• complete one of three course combination options

complete at least four Year 12 ATAR courses* OR 
complete at least five Year 12 General courses and/or ATAR 

courses or equivalent OR
complete a Certificate II (or higher) VET qualification in 

combination with ATAR, General or Foundation courses
• demonstrate the literacy and numeracy standards
• meet the requirements for breadth and depth of study
• meet the achievement standard.

WACE requirements



Students must demonstrate minimum standards of literacy and 
numeracy by either:
• demonstrating the standard through the Online Literacy and 

Numeracy Assessment (OLNA); or
• pre-qualifying in reading, writing and numeracy in their Year 9 

NAPLAN and being exempted from that component in the OLNA.

Literacy and numeracy standard requirement



Students must complete a minimum of 20 units or the equivalent, 
including:
• a minimum of ten Year 12 units or the equivalent
• four units from an English learning area course, post-Year 10, 

including at least one pair of Year 12 units from an English learning 
area course

• one pair of Year 12 units from List A
• one pair of Year 12 units from List B.

Breadth and depth requirement



Students must achieve 14 C grades or higher (or equivalents) in Year 
11 and Year 12 units, including at least six C grades (or equivalents) 
in Year 12 units.

Achievement standard requirement



Students are offered three study options which they can mix and 
match:
• WACE courses (four course types – ATAR, General, Foundation and 

VET industry specific)
• VET programs
• endorsed programs.

Study options



These courses:
• are examined by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority 

(the Authority)
• are used by the Tertiary Institutions Service Centre (TISC) to 

calculate a student’s Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR).   
There are written examinations for all ATAR courses.
There are practical examinations for some ATAR courses. Students 
must complete both examinations in these courses.

Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) courses



Students enrolled in a Year 12 ATAR course pair of units are required 
to sit the written and, if the course has one, practical examination. 
Students who do not sit the examination will not: 
• have a course mark or grade recorded on their WASSA
• receive an ATAR course report 
• have the pair of units completed in that year contribute towards 

any of the WACE requirements. 

Completing ATAR courses



These courses:
• are not externally examined 
• have an externally set task (EST) which is set by the Authority 
• are designed for students who are typically aiming to enter further 

vocationally based training or the workforce directly from school. 

General courses



These courses:
• focus on functional literacy and numeracy skills, practical 

work-related experience and personal skills 
• are not an alternative senior secondary pathway 
• are for students who have not been able to demonstrate the 

minimum standard for literacy and/or numeracy before Year 11 
and who require significant support

• have an externally set task (EST) set by the Authority.

Foundation courses



These courses are run at school by our teachers in partnership with 
a Registered Training Organisation (RTO):
• On completion - students receive an Australian Qualification 

Framework (AQF) certificate.
• These can count for WACE requirements (unit equivalence)
• They can be used as pre-requisites and entrance to TAFE and other 

training pathways 

VET Certificate courses



• As part of the minimum WACE requirements, a student may 
complete a Certificate II or higher in combination with ATAR, 
General or Foundation courses.

• Studying VET can provide up to eight units towards the number of 
course units students need to complete to achieve their WACE.

• Students will typically enrol in four or five additional ATAR, General 
or Foundation courses to meet the WACE requirements.

• Students who enrol in a Foundation course must also complete a 
Certificate II or higher to achieve the WACE.

VET contribution to the WACE



VET and the WACE



These programs:
• provide access to areas of learning not covered by WACE courses 

or VET programs and contribute to the WACE as unit equivalents 
• are for students wishing to participate in programs that are 

delivered in a variety of settings by schools, workplaces, 
universities and community organisations.

Endorsed programs 



This endorsed program can be added for students:
• Work Place Learning

• during Year 11 and 12 exam week
• twice a year across Year 11 and 12
• 55 hours – 1 unit equivalent

• Students already working a part-time job
• As part of a VET industry course

Endorsed Programs – Kalamunda SHS



• Changing means students replace one course enrolment with 
another.

• Withdrawing means students are no longer studying a course. 
• If students withdraw from a course in Year 12, their enrolment  

course for the year is not recorded on their WASSA. This means no 
credit is given for the work done for the year’s units prior to 
dropping the course.

• The Authority publishes dates about changing enrolments in its  
Activities Schedule.

Changing courses and withdrawing from courses



The programs our school is offering can be found on our website:

kalamundashs.wa.edu.au

Pathway courses and pre-requisites













Ensuring success

• ATAR courses
• Pre-requisite grades
• Report - attitude, behaviour, effort (ABE)

• Well organised and prepared for 
learning

• Actively participates in the learning
• Meets deadlines

• OLNA – qualified and NAPLAN –
Exceeding – or ‘strong’ (approx >570)







Pathway grade in Mathematics



Science strands













• pre-requisites.  
• 6 courses and 2 reserves.
• Enter requests, where unable to select.
• Case by case reviews.  
• Create Year 11 grid. 
• NOT first in first served basis.

Selections will be made through subject selection 
online (SSO) 











If you can’t select a course

Reserve courses



Booking your course confirmation appointment



Selection report
General/VET example

ATAR example

You can generate a 
selection report with 
all your selections to 
bring with you for 
your course 
confirmation 
appointment



• Principal
• Associate Principal
• Deputy Principals
• Program Coordinators

Course counselling – experienced team



• Tim Bennett – Deputy Principal (courses, achievement)
• Mark Pettit – Program Coordinator (Year 11 and 12)
• Amanda Moreno Diaz – Career Practitioner (career 

pathways)
• Maxine Merchant – VET Coordinator (VET, profile courses)

Career and course – support and advice



Websites for students and parents



www.scsa.wa.edu.au

info@scsa.wa.edu.au

https://facebook.com/SCSAWA

Links

e



Questions?



Thank you



ATAR Pathway, 
gives direct entry 
to University, you 
may choose a 
mixture of ATAR 
and General, you 
need to study at 
least 4 ATAR to 
get an ATAR 
score. 

Sample Pathways



Sample Pathways



These sample programs 
provide examples of 
course combinations for 
particular industry areas; 
however, they are a 
guide only. 

Students should research 
and investigate the most 
appropriate combination 
of courses to assist in 
meeting their future 
education, training or 
employment prospects.  

Sample Pathways


